BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
VALLEY TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION
COOPERATIVE ASSOCIATION, INC. FOR )

CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TC05-126
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing sérvice in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, inciuding support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 3, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Valley Telecommunications Cooperative Association, Inc. (Company)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was fo provide information constituting Company's plan
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for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated

costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 4, 2005, the Commission electronically transnﬁ{:it)t'ed notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 19, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 13, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 2564. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this <7} Oiday of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon ali parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly e

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G ARWRN—S’ON, Chairman

By: A% .
Date; 6/9?07//&5— Wkﬁé/%——/

ROBERT K. SAHR:’Comm'\ssio_ner
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DBSTIN' M. JOHNSON; Commissioner




BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
VALLEY TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) - CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )

)

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT TC05-140

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rurai carriers.! This
 Qrder (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54 307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, focal switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 5, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Valley Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the
provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will oniy use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ 7/ % day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned -hereby certifies that this

document has been served today.upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class med, in properly = a“"-/__ W

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G AR“YA_TAN SON. Chairman
: Y
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
VENTURE COMMUNICATIONS COOPERATIVE - ) CERTIFICATION
FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE )
OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC05-138

)

SUPPORT

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, andfor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F {high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314,

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligibie to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 5, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Venture Communications Cooperative (Company) regarding its
Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Corﬁﬁﬁssion electronicaily transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 13, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-286,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Réquest for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this <) 8% day of September, 2005,

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
docurnent has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimiie or by first class mail, in properly A o

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G A[‘l{Y HANSON. Chairman

Date 7/474/@5 ROBERT K. SAHR, Commissioner
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING
VIVIAN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-119

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federat universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rurai incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 20086 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended:

On August 3, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Vivian Telephone Company (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 4, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 19, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commlsswn considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.5.C. § 2564. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federai Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it wili

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Suppont.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Z% day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service

list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. N SON Ch airman
77
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

WESTERN TELEPHONE COMPANY FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-117

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, andlor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must

certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 3, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Western Telephone Company {Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universatl Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated cosis for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services: An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 4, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 19, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. |t is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. [t is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company’'s Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this __7 % day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of ‘
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service 5 }
list, by facsimile ar by first: tlass mail, in properly d‘u-L_

addressed envelopes with charges prs-pald thereon, G ARY WSON Chalrman
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

SUPPORT

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) ORDER GRANTING
RIVER COOPERATIVE TELEPHONE ) CERTIFICATION
'COMPANY FOR CERTIFICATION REGARDING ) 4
ITS USE OF FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE ) TC05-150
)

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an

Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.” This
Order (hereatfter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
- § C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universai service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement appiies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under

these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universail support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 8, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from West River Cooperative Telephone Company (Company) regarding
its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as weli as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

2

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. 1t is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this Zﬂ day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon ali parties of

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service /d’ %

list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly sy Lt gdrtn 7
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon, . G ARY MN SON, Chairman
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) ORDER GRANTING
RIVER ~ TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION -
COOPERATIVE FOR  CERTIFICATION )

REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL ) TC05:145
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT )

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.* This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, andfor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314,

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or befare October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 5, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Company) regarding
its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The
purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use
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of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all
federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal
universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed
estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs

for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was
attached to the Request for Certification.

On August 11, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. it is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universa! Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this _ 7 27’// day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upen all parties of (%

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service d

list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly % At gty ;
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G ARY MN SON, Chairman

-

ROBERT K. SAHR, Cémmissioner

(OFFICIAL SEAL) . .
DUSTIN M. JOHN%ON, Commissioner /4
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WEST ) ORDER GRANTING

RIVER TELECOMMUNICATIONS ) CERTIFICATION
COOPERATIVE (MOBRIDGE) FOR )
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF ) TCO05-146

)

FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers. This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under

these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rurai carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 5, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from West River Telecommunications Cooperative (Mobridge) (Company)
regarding its Request for Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service
Support. The purpose of this filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan
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for the use of its federal universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company
will use all federal universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with
the federal universal service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company
listed estimates of the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated

costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit
was attached to the Request for Certification.

On Auguézt"1 1, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of théﬁing

and the intervention deadline of August 26, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of August 31, 2005, the Commission considered
this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. lt is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. It is

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company’'s Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 7”5 day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE ~ BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service -//')
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly %

addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G AR‘Y,H'AN SON. Chairman
v Al
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Date: 2/ 5;./45 : ROBERT K. SAHR, Conffiissioner
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

BLACK HILLS FIBERCOM, L.L.C. FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-163

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, andfor 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support), Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will anly be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 26, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Black Hills FiberCom, L.L.C. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254, As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On September 1, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadllne of September 9, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 13, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this g/a’tday of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly Wﬂ-—-——_
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon. G ARY MNSON Chairman
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ROBERT K. SAHR, Commissioner
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

MIDCONTINENT COMMUNICATIONS FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
- FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05:168

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universai service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54,307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under

these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 30, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Midcontinent Communications (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.5.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On September 1, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of September 9, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 27, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this 2Zztﬁ’day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon &ll parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service

list, by facsimile or by first class mail, in praperly Gt f———
addressed envelopes, with charges prepald thereon, G AW S\ONV Chairman
1
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Date: ROBERT K. SAHR, Commissioner

/

(OFFICIAL SEAL) /f' A\/_’_\'
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

iIN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF
QWEST CORPORATION FOR CERTIFICATION
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT

ORDER GRANTING
CERTIFICATION

e St g e

TC05-156

On August 12, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Qwest Corporation (Company) regarding its Request for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to
provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal universal service
support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal universal service support
received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47
U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of the support it expected
to receive from the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) as well as its
estimated costs for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services.
On September 22, 2005, the Commission received an updated matrix from Company
showing that its highest residential rate is $28.00, well below the Federal Communications
Commission's adopted benchmark rate of $34.21. Pursuant to 47 C.F.R. § 54.313, a state
that desires a non-rural carrier within its jurisdiction to receive future federal universal
service support must file an annual certification with the Federal Communications
Commission and USAC stating that federal high cost support provided to such carriers
within that State will be used only for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of
facilities and services for which the support is intended. This certification requirement
applies to various categories of federal universal service support. Support provided under
FCC rules will only be made available if the State Commission files the requisite
certification pursuant to § 54.313. Pursuant to § 54.316, a state commission must also
annually review the comparability of residential rates in rural areas of the state served by
non-rural incumbent local exchange carriers to urban rates nationwide.

On August 18, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing

and the intervention deadline of September 2, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 13, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter. The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to
SDCL Chapters 1-26, 49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the
Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for
the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support
is intended. The Commission also found that Qwest's residential rates are below the
federal benchmark rate. The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's
Request for Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support and
found Qwest's residential rates in its rural areas are reasonably comparable to urban rates
nationwide. It is therefore




ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will
only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and

services for which the support is intended

Cltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. ltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission certifies that the Company's residential
rates in rural areas are reasonably comparable to urban rates nationwide.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this ﬂ day of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first class mal, in properly
addressed envelopes, with charges prepaid thereon.
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF RCC ) ORDER GRANTING
MINNESOTA, INC. FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION
REGARDING ITS USE. OF FEDERAL )

UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-160

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universai service support mechanism for rural carriers.! This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54 307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 19, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission {Commission)
received a filing from RCC Minnesota, Inc. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal

loc Docket No. 96-45, CC Docket No. 00-256, Fourteenth Report
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.5.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 25, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 9, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 27, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. Itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding lts Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this if_azday of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today. upon all parties of
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service

1t tist, by facsimile or by first class mail, in properly it
addressed envelopes, with charges prejaid thereon. G AW S‘ON' Chairman
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF ) ORDER GRANTING

WIRELESS ALLIANCE, L.L.C. FOR ) CERTIFICATION
CERTIFICATION REGARDING ITS USE OF )
FEDERAL UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-159

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concerning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.' This
Order (nereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 38, Subpart F (high-cost loop support, local switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 19, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from Wireless Alliance, L.L.C. (Company) regarding its Request for
Certification Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this
filing was to provide information constituting Company's plan for the use of its federal
universal service support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal
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universal service support received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal
service provisions of 47 U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of
the support it expected to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the

provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached
to the Request for Certification.

On August 25, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 9, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 27, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,

| 49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to

receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certlflcatlon
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. ltis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this iftbday of September, 2005.

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE GOMMISSION:
The undersigned hereby certifies that this
document has been served today upon alt parties of }
record in this docket, as listed on the docket service
list, by facsimile or by first glass mail, in properly . . Alcy Rt
addressed envelopes, with charges prepald thereon, G AR‘( WéON, Ch airman
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BEFORE THE PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION
OF THE STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

IN THE MATTER OF THE REQUEST OF WWC ) ORDER GRANTING

LICENSE LLC FOR CERTIFICATION ) CERTIFICATION
REGARDING ITS USE OF FEDERAL )
UNIVERSAL SERVICE SUPPORT ) TC05-158

On May 23, 2001, the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) released an
Order concermning the federal universal service support mechanism for rural carriers.’ This
Order (hereafter referenced as the "Fourteenth Report and Order"), in part, codifies at 47
§ C.F.R. 54.314, a requirement for States to provide a certification regarding federal
universal service support that is received by rural incumbent local exchange carriers
and/or eligible telecommunications carriers providing service in rural service areas.
Pursuant to such rule, a state that desires rural carriers within its jurisdiction to receive
future federal universal service support must file an annual certification with the FCC and
the Universal Service Administrative Company (USAC) stating that federal high cost
support provided to such carriers within that State will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.
This certification requirement applies to various categories of federal universal service
support, including support provided pursuant to 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.301, 54.305, and/or
54.307, and/or 47 C.F.R. Part 36, Subpart F (high-cost 1oop support, loca! switching
support, safety net additive support, and safety valve support). Support provided under
these FCC rule provisions will only be made available in the future if the State Commission
files the requisite certification pursuant to § 54.314.

The certification required for rural carriers to receive federal universal support for
all four quarters during calendar year 2006 is currently due to be filed with the FCC and
USAC on or before October 1, 2005. The certification may be presented to these entities
in the form of a letter from the State Commission. The letter must identify which carriers
in the state are eligible to receive federal support during the 12-month period and must
certify that the carriers listed will only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and
upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

On August 17, 2005, the South Dakota Public Utilities Commission (Commission)
received a filing from WW(C License LLC (Company) regarding its Request for Certification
Regarding its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. The purpose of this filing was to
provide information constituting Company’s plan for the use of its federal universal service
support and to otherwise verify that Company will use all federal universal service support
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received in a manner that is consistent with the federal universal service provisions of 47
U.S.C. § 254. As a part of its plan, Company listed estimates of the support it expected
to receive from USAC as well as its estimated costs for the provision, maintenance, and

upgrading of facilities and services. An Affidavit was attached to the Request for
Certification.

On August 18, 2005, the Commission electronically transmitted notice of the filing
and the intervention deadline of September 2, 2005, to interested individuals and entities.
No parties sought intervention.

At its regularly scheduled meeting of September 27, 2005, the Commission
considered this matter.

The Commission has jurisdiction over this matter pursuant to SDCL Chapters 1-26,
49-31, and 47 U.S.C. § 254. The Commission found that the Company is eligible to
receive federal support as it states it will only use the support for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and services for which the support is intended.

The Commission unanimously voted to approve Company's Request for Certification
Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support. It is therefore

ORDERED, that the Company is eligible to receive federal support as it states it will

only use the support for the provision, maintenance, and upgrading of facilities and
services for which the support is intended. itis

FURTHER ORDERED, that the Commission approves Company's Request for
Certification Regarding Its Use of Federal Universal Service Support.

Dated at Pierre, South Dakota, this —25% day of September, 2005,

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE BY ORDER OF THE COMMISSION:

The undersigned hereby certifies that this

document has been served today upon all parties of

record in this docket, as listed on the docket service

list, by facsimile or by first class ma#, in properly ‘ “eA] adit—
addressed envelopes, with chaiges prepaid thereon. . 'G AR‘Y MSON, Chairman

By: 7,

f/i?g‘i/df #@6 5{&2 s
Date: A AZ/OD ROBERT K. SAHR, Commissioner /&

A

(OFFICIAL SEAL) M/ /
DOSTIN M. Jo@x{sON, Commissioner




